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Purpose
This program is designed to serve as 

an opportunity for employment, affordable 
nutrition, and community involvement for 
those refugees resettled in Newport News 
who originate from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo in central Africa. This 
population has been recognized as a 
particularly vulnerable community because 
of their general lack of familiarity with the 
English language or transferable skills to 
the modern American workplace.

Results
Though not yet complete, this program has 
secured plots in the Newport News 
Community Garden for seven refugee 
families from the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. Once the families begin cultivating 
in late April, they look forward to growing a 
wide variety of vegetables and starches, to 
include beans, cabbage, potatoes, 
spinach, beets, tomatoes, and corn. The 
families plan to use this opportunity to 
provide more nutritious food to their 
children through preparation of meals from 
their home country. By empowering 
leaders within the Congolese refugee 
community, this program is well on its way 
to being sustainable and replicable in the 
following years with the future possibility of 
selling excess crops in farmer’s markets or 
to local businesses as supplementary 
income for their families.

Community Partnership
This Fellowship has partnered with 

Commonwealth Catholic Charities, an 
affiliate of the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, which seeks to promote 
the greater good which the Church offers 

humankind. Commonwealth Catholic 
Charities of Hampton Roads offers refugee 

resettlement services, including 
employment opportunities, school 

enrollment, apartment setup, and more to 
over one hundred refugees who enter 
Newport News from all over the world 

each year.

Goals
Through appreciating reciprocity, 
sustainability, and integrity, Cultivating 
Community seeks to:
• Create an opportunity for community 

involvement and employment that 
involves the Congolese refugees’ skill 
sets,

• Facilitate the construction of mutually 
beneficial relationships between 
Congolese refugees and community 
members,

• And facilitate positive networking 
opportunities between community 
members in Newport News. Acknowledgements

This program would not be possible without the wisdom and 
guidance provided by Dr. Ron Sheffield, an Adjunct Professor 
in the Department of Leadership and American Studies. His 
encouragement and recommendations contributed 
significantly to the thoughtful and sustainable implementation 
of this project. Additionally, many thanks are given to Dr. 
Elizabeth Gagnon and Mrs. Vanessa Buehlman, without 
whom this program would not have been possible.

Newport News Community Garden
75 Yorktown Road


