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Background
Iyana McEachern, the creationist of The Giving 
Bookshelf, is a sophomore at Piscataway High 

School(New Jersey)who realized, through her Girl Scout 
Silver Award and increased love for reading, that there 
are many children that are at a greater risk for entering 
school unprepared. “Realizing that reading is a key to 

success and every child deserves to have the opportunity 
to succeed, Iyana wanted to give books to children in 

inner-city daycare centers with the hope of increasing the 
chance for academic success. “

My job on this project was to use the same original 
initiatives and expand The Giving Bookshelf into Virginia . 

Why Childhood Literacy is important
-The average child from a professional family hears 

215,000 words per week; a child from a working class 
family hears 125,000 words per week; and a child from a 
family receiving welfare benefits hears 62,000 words per 

week.

- Reading aloud to young children is not only one of the 
best activities to stimulate language and cognitive 

skills; it also builds motivation, curiosity, and memory.

- The most successful way to improve the reading 
achievement of low-income children is to increase 

their access to print.

Mission
“The mission of The Giving Bookshelf is to share the joy of 

reading and help increase inner-city youth success by 
increasing the opportunity to read.” 

My impact
During the 2018-2019 school year, I worked on expanding The 
Giving Bookshelf using its original initiatives. I sought out inner-

city daycares in need of books, contacted many partner 
organizations, and made the deliveries of a life-time.

Along with a brand new bookshelf full of books in their daycares, 
all children, from both daycares, were allowed to take home five 

books. This is the start to the end of illiteracy.

Donated Books
During the expansion of The Giving Bookshelf, over 

1,769 books were donated. The books that were donated 
were filled into two bookshelves and taken to two 

daycares in the Newport News community (The Arms of 
the Kings and Stepping Stones Child Development 

Center). The  Natasha’s House also received books. 
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